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Northwestern University
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Independent Study (399) is available by petition to seniors and, in exceptional cases, juniors with excellent records and at
the invitation of the department and shall be conducted under the supervision of a faculty member. Students must receive
approval from their 399 advisor and the department’s Director of Undergraduate Studies by the first week of the quarter in
which the Independent Study is to take place. An abstract of the completed work must be submitted to the departmental
files upon completion of the course.

In general, it is assumed that a student working on an Independent Study will have a grade-point average of at least 3.0,
preferably 3.5. In rare instances exceptions are made to this standard. Recent grades, the nature of the study and special
circumstances are considered in these cases.

Petitions should be filed with the Undergraduate Coordinator of the department no later than the first week of the quarter in
which the Independent Study is to take place.

Petitions are typically denied if:

1. Regular classroom offerings are available in the subject proposed for study.
2. The student does not meet the grade-point average and class standing requirement.
3. The student has an outstanding incomplete or poor grades in previous independent study work.
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